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Principal’s Report
 
As the 2011-2012 academic year draws to a close, I 
want to express to all of you my deepest 
appreciation for your support and a most earnest 
commendation for a job well done.  The efforts you 
have made over the past 3 years by placing 
emphasis on the quality of our academic program 
and the fact that this has lead to our position as one 
of the elite schools in the district speaks to your 
capacity and worth. However, the challenges ahead 
will require us all to remain united to continue to 
make improvements in the systems that we have 
created and will create here at Paradise Valley.

I strongly believe that if you take a comprehensive 
view of Paradise Valley—the quality of staff; student 
achievement scores; quality and scope of our 
program; services offered; success with our 
extracurricular activities; and quality of our facilities 
(and those to come), to name just a few—we can 
see that Paradise Valley does not have to take 
second place to any school in the district. Indeed, 
admittedly with perhaps some degree of bias, I am 
of the opinion that our school will remain so in the 
years to come.  As you work together, I know you 
will accomplish a great deal more. I want you to 
know how much I have enjoyed working with each 
of you, but especially with your children and how 
much I’ve appreciated the special relationships 
we’ve shared.
 
To our staff, H&SA, SSC, ELAC, and the many 
parent volunteers, thank you for your achievements 
over the past three years.  Our students benefited 
greatly from your effort.  Remember that the quality 
of instruction at this school is its foundation, and yet 
there is always room for improvement.
 
I hope you have a restful and enjoyable summer. I 
look forward eagerly to hearing about your 
continued success in the future.
 
Thank you,
Phil Duncan
Principal

Project Cornerstone
Paradise Valley Project Cornerstone is looking for 
parent volunteers for the 2012-2013 school year.  If 
you love to read to children and want to make a 
positive impact in the lives of our students and 
community, then this is the place for you.  Please 
contact Debbie Boyd at debbie@boyd.com or call 
408-634-2693 to sign up.  There will be a Project 
Cornerstone representative from the YMCA coming 
to train our parent volunteers in late August.  Keep a 
look out for date and time.

Debbie Boyd

 Room 9 Times
Mr. Loyd’s, 5th graders have been busy!! Issue 1, 
volume 1 of the Room 9 Times was created April of 
this year.  Room 9 Times is a newsletter created by 
students for students. Just last month, the May 
edition was posted to our school website, http://
www.paradise.mhu.k12.ca.us/studentcorner.htm.

Once their newsletter was posted, Mr. Loyd used 
the classroom smart board to show his students the 
Student Corner section of our school website.  The 
students were REALLY excited, and asked that Mr. 
Loyd send their inaugural edition (April 2012) to be 
posted also!  Both editions have been posted and 
may be viewed at the above website.

 6th Grade Promotion Ceremony
You are cordially invited to attend the 6th Grade 

promotion ceremony on June 8, 2012, 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Paradise Valley cafeteria. 

We wish our 6th graders the best as they leave 
behind their elementary school years and enter their 

new lives as middle schoolers. Congratulations!

             
                               

Paradise Valley School Paw Print
Produced for Paradise Valley Elementary School by the

Paradise Valley Home and School Association, Inc.
                       www.paradise.mhu.k12.ca.gov
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Upcoming Events

S M T W Th F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

4-8 Kinder early release
4 6th grade, Aquatic Center, 9 am -1:45 pm
5 4th grade, San Juan Mission, 9:45 - 1:30
6 Field Day, grades 1-3
6 3rd grade, Biography Day, 8:10 am
6 Kinder BBQ/ 9:45 -11 am
7 Awards Assembly, grades 4-5/ 8:15 am/Cafeteria
8 6th Grade Promotions: 9:00am/ Cafeteria
8 Last Day of School, Minimum day, 12:50 
 release.

Chess Club

As we come to the end of the school year we would like to say how 
proud we are of all our Paradise Valley Chess players!!  In addition, 
we would like to send out a big, well-earned, Congratulations to our 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in grades 1-6.  Thank you to the many 
volunteers and teachers who came out to teach and challenge our 

students to a good game of chess!  

     Grade      1st Place       2nd Place    3rd Place  

       1st  Derek Hernandez Miles McGarvey  -- 
      2nd  Isaac Woolford  Sadie Cox  Tori Hamilton
       3rd  Taylor Wake  Evan Kverno  --
       4th  George Hu  Jamie MacMillan Molly Foster
       5th  Ryan Wensmann Gavin Vallez  Davis Arca
       6th  Marcus Hernandez Elizabeth Widman Tina Molina

June

MORGAN HILL UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2012 - 2013

MHUSD student’s first day back to school 
will be Thursday, August 16th. To view 
the tentative 2012-2013 school calendar 
please visit www.mhu.k12.ca.us 

 Paradise Valley 2012-2013

Class lists- Classroom Teacher 
Assignments, for Paradise Valley, will 
be posted on August 14, after 5:00 pm, in 
front of the school office.

    SCHOOL REQUIREMENT 
for incoming 7th Graders 

for Fall Semester, 2012

All incoming 7th graders must be 
vaccinated against pertusis 
(whooping cough) by the first day 
of school.  Seventh graders will be 
required to show proof of a “Tdap” 
booster shot before starting school 
this Fall semester, 2012.  Visit 
www.mhu.k12.ca.us  for additional 
information.

President: Sue Stapleton                 Sue.I.Stapleton@gmail.com
                  H. 612-8994 / C. 893-9556
Vice President: Cristy Gieg              clgieg@aol.com
                  H. 779-2263 / C. 858-1821
Secretary: Marilyn Burke                 mjbshark@verizon.net
                  H. 782-8727 / C. 476-8921
Treasurer: Piper Dietz                 piper5boys@hotmail.com 
                  H. 612-3683 / C. 843-7909

Paradise Valley Home & School Association
2011-2012 Executive Board 

Home & School Executive Board for 2012-2013

Congratulations to our 2012-2013, Home & School Board executive board:

Sue Stapleton-president             Laura Freeman-secratery
Cristy Gieg-vice president                Piper Dietz-treasurer
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Lost & Found: With the temperatures heating 
up, many of our students have been shedding their 
jackets and sweaters on the playground as they 
enjoy their recess.  If your child has misplaced 
their jacket, lunch bag or any other items, please 
check our Lost & Found, located in the cafeteria. 
Any unclaimed items will be donated to a local 
charity at the end of the school year.  

Library: All school library books and 
textbooks should have been turned in to the library 
by now.  If you have any outstanding books due, 
please make sure to turn them in as soon as 
possible.  Lost book? Please check with our 
librarian and pay any fines due.  Thank you!

Business Sponsors: We would like to give a 
heartfelt Thank You to our wonderful business 
sponsors who have placed their ad with the Paw 
Print this year!  Your support is greatly appreciated!

Home & School Association

Hello Panther Families,

This has been an amazing year, and I feel like it flew by! 
I can’t believe that we are already making summer 
plans!

We have many things to reflect back on for this school 
year! It began last August, with all the hustle and bustle 
of the beginning of the school year . Just about the time 
we were getting use to the school schedule, we held our 
first walk-a-thon, the Panther Prowl. It was an amazing 
event; the kids had so much fun! The memory that 
sticks out most in my mind is watching all of the classes 
cheer on the next group. There was a real sense of 
teamwork and companionship. We also had a busy 
holiday season beginning with the Halloween Pumpkin 
Carving and our annual parade. The Christmas 
Holiday season was right around the corner! We had 
our first ever 5th grade event, Cookies with Santa. PV 
students had a wonderful time having their pictures 
taken with Santa, and enjoying treats. The proceeds of 
that event went to support the 5th grade class field trip 
to experience the Civil War Re-enactment at Roaring 
Camp Railroad. Hopefully, this will become a new 
tradition! Our annual Parents Night Out, Dinner, Dance 
and Auction was held in the Spring. The evening was 
filled with wonderful auction items, good food and plenty 
of dancing! We made our highest profit yet! 

This year has been a great success and it could not 
have been accomplished without all of our PV 
volunteers! I would like to thank all of them for helping 
create our Paradise Community. On any given day you 
can find many volunteers dedicating their time and 
support to our school. Without our PV volunteers, many 
programs would not be been possible. Their time and 

dedication makes our school a fun place for all our kids 
and our staff!

As you talk about the past school year with your child, 
take time to reflect on their best memories! It’s amazing 
how much they grow and mature during the course of a 
school year. Often times we are so busy that we forget 
to stop and appreciate just how much our children have 
learned. I hope that this summer you take time to enjoy 
and make lasting memories with your loved ones! I look 
forward to seeing you all when school starts back up in 
August!

Sue Stapleton
H&SA President 2012/2013

Panther Den

The Panther Den was a program brought to our school 
by Mr. Duncan, in an effort to encourage our students to 
become more respectful, responsible and safe. Our 
students have enjoyed their purchasing power while 
shopping with their earned Panther Pride tickets this 
year. The total ticket count for this school year was 
15,526!!  Great job PV students. Thank you, Mr. 
Duncan, for bringing this program to Paradise Valley 
School.     
   
The Panther Den was so excited to assist a few 
students, from both Ms. Schenkelberg’s and Mrs. 
Doting’s class, as they respectively combined their 200 
tickets to buy their teachers an iPod Shuffle. What a 
wonderful thing to do!
 
We have had a huge number of donations for the 
Panther Den these last six weeks. The Panther Den’s 
budget was cut by two-thirds this last year. We would 
not have been able to continue had it not been for your 
generous donations. We would like to say THANK YOU 
and we appreciate your continued support!
 
We also would like to say thank you to all our parents 
who volunteered their time to the Panther Den. It really 
takes a dedicated team to pull off the Panther Den. We 
are thankful to have had you all as team members.  
Thank you!
 
The Panther Den could use more volunteers for the 
upcoming school year. If you would like to help out, 
please contact me by email. The Panther Den runs two 
Fridays per month, from 8:50 AM to 10:00 AM. 
  
Finally we would like to wish Principal, Phil Duncan, the 
best in his upcoming retirement. We, in the Panther 
Den, will miss him greatly!
 
Joan Daniels
jydc@charter.net

               Please send comments and articles to 
                    Newsletter Editor: Tricia Ojeda at             

                         triciaojeda@gmail.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PARADISE VALLEY BUSINESS SPONSORS!!

6550 Brem Lane, Suite D, Gilroy, CA 95020
Phone: 408-842-5466 (LIMO)

Fax: 408-842-5411
Email: info@garliccitylimo.com

                
We accept all major credit cards:  

                         

Jaime Neves
Your Realtor For Life....
Lic# 01205827
175 E. Main Avenue, Suite 130
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
jneves@interorealestate.com
Cell 408-592-7905
EFax 408-413-2218
www.jaimeneves.com
DIRECT 408-201-0143

DirectFix.com- iPhone Repair
Repair, Service & Parts for iPhone, iPod, 

iPad, Blackberry & Smart Phones

358 Digital Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Toll Free: 1-877-810-9747

Broken Screen Repair, Battery Replacement, 
On-Site Repairs, Free Videos for DIY Repairs

Delia M. Ordaz
Independent Advisor

(408) 613-8784
delia.ordaz@yahoo.com

www.liasophia.com/deliaordaz

Lia Sophia Jewelry
Social Fashion....begins with you!

         KUMON MATH & READING CENTERS
   Lisa Yang     MORGAN HILL
    Instructor          16375 Monterey Rd., Suite 1
                             Morgan Hill, CA 95037
             tel.  408.778.6896
             morganhill_ca@ikumon.com

Family Child Care
• Infants to school age
• 7 am-6 pm
• After hours/weekend care
• Creative curriculum
• Full time or part time schedules
• Drop in care upon availability

Phone: 408-778-7468
Cell: 408-209-4000

crazykatcreativitycenter.com
CA License: 434412666

Cynthia Barrios-Woodward, MFT
LICENSED MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST

Counseling for individuals, couples, families, children and adolescents

18181 Butterfield blvd., suite 105
morgan hill,ca 95037

(408)461-lmft(5638)
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